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Minutes of the Municipal Council and of the Township of Woodbridge, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey held on May 6, 2025 at the Municipal Building, 1 Main Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095.

Members of the Council and all those present gave the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council President Spillar: Good Evening, we will stand for the Pledge and a moment of silence to honor our military personnel serving abroad.

Notice Requirements of the Open Public Meetings Law have been satisfied concerning this meeting. The Home News Tribune and The Star Ledger published the Annual Notice Schedule on January 10, 2025.  A copy of the Schedule was posted on the Municipal bulletin board. It should be so noted in the minutes of this meeting.

The Municipal Clerk took the Municipal Council attendance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 	Kyle Anderson, Debbie Meehan, Brian Small, Sharon McAuliffe, Cory Spillar, Viru Patel, Lizbeth DeJesus, Howie Bauer

MEMBERS ABSENT: 	

ALSO PRESENT: 		John E. McCormac, Mayor
John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk
Vito Cimilluca, Business Administrator
Casey Wagner, Deputy Business Administrator
 				Marta Darden, Director of Planning and Development
George Brew, Director of Public Works
John Hagerty, Director of Communications
Joseph Nisky, Director of Police
Caroline Ehrlich, Chief of Staff
Craig Coughlin, Esq.
Tom Ryan, Esq.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Can I get a motion to approve the minutes from April 22, 2025?

Council Vice President McAuliffe and seconded by Councilman Small and carried unanimously.


Council Meeting:					April 22, 2025


The Municipal Clerk read the following Ordinance by Title on Second Reading as Consent stating that copies of these Ordinance was posted on the Municipal bulletin board.

ORDINANCES – SECOND READING:
	 
A.	  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”, SECTION 7-22 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE – TO ADD – AVENEL STREET EXTENSION WESTBOUND PRIOR TO E FIFTH. 2025-31

B.	  AN ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE AMENDED “MAIN STREET REHABILITATION & TRANSIT VILLAGE PLAN” PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et. seq. 2025-32

C.	  AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE #2025-13 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE OPTING INTO THE GARDEN STATE C-PACE PROGRAM TO FACILITATE AND FINANCE C-PACE PROJECTS”. 2025-33

D.	  AN ORDINANCE OPTING INTO THE GARDEN STATE C-PACE PROGRAM TO FACILITATE THE FINANCING OF C-PACE PROJECTS. 2025-34
   
John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Letter A is an Ordinance amending Chapter 7 of our traffic section to add a yield sign at the Avenel Street extension westbound prior to East Fifth Avenue.  

Can I get a motion that this Ordinance be taken up on Second and Third Reading and the public hearing be opened?

Council President Spillar:  On Ordinance A, I would just like to thank TEU, Director Nisky, and Sargent Agosta for this.  It is a great thing for that area.

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion and seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Are there any public comments on Letter A?  Hearing no comments from the public, can I get a motion that the public hearing be closed, the Ordinance be adopted and submitted to the Mayor for approval as required by law?

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion and seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Letter B is an Ordinance adopting the amended “Main Street Rehabilitation & Transit Village Plan.”

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Can I get a motion that this Ordinance be taken up on Second and Third Reading and the public hearing be opened?

Council Vice President McAuliffe abstained from Letter B.


Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion and seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Are there any public comments on Letter B?  

Ken Gardner, Woodbridge: I would just like to ask, Councilwoman McAuliffe can make the motion to the public hearing, but then abstain it? 

Council President Spillar:  Yes

Ken Gardner, Woodbridge: So you can make a motion on something and then abstain it?

Council President Spillar:  Yes

Ken Gardner, Woodbridge:  Then, it is also number 5 on her agenda as well, so I would think that is a conflict having it in both places.  I don’t know how she can advocate, abstain and make a motion to approve it.  Can someone explain what this amendment does?

Council President Spillar:  This is an amendment to the village plan to specifically permit artistic retail and make changes to the signage regulations.

Ken Gardner, Woodbridge:  Ok, thank you.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Are there any other public comments on Letter B?  Hearing no other comments from the public, can I get a motion that the public hearing be closed, the Ordinance be adopted and submitted to the Mayor for approval as required by law?

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion and seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk:  We are going to take Letters C and D by consent.  Letter C is a repeal of the Ordinance #2025-13 implementing the C-Pace Program and Letter D is readopting it using different verbiage.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Can I get a motion that these Ordinances be taken up on Second and Third Reading and the public hearing be opened?

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion and seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Are there any public comments on Letters C and D?  Hearing no comments from the public, can I get a motion that the public hearing be closed, the Ordinances be adopted and submitted to the Mayor for approval as required by law?

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion and seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously.

The Municipal Clerk called for a First Reading of the following Ordinances as consent:

ORDINANCES – FIRST READING:

E.	AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”, SECTION 
     7-38.5 OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE – 
     TO ADD – HANDICAPPED PARKING – 323 GILL LANE (APARTMENT 5F AND 
     10G).

F.	AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT TO ENTER INTO A LEASE ON A PORTION OF TOWNSHIP PROPERTY DEPICTED AS BLOCK 545 LOT 55 ON THE TAX MAPS OF THE TOWNSHIP AND COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE JAMES STREET LOT.
 

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously that these Ordinances be passed on First Reading, to be published in the Home News Tribune on Friday, May 9, 2025 with Notice of Public Hearing to be held on Tuesday, May 20, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.

Council Vice President McAuliffe abstained from Letter F.

The Municipal Clerk introduced the following Resolutions as Consent.

1. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes Block Parties.

2. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Reappointment – Thomas C. Flynn to serve as a member of the Woodbridge Township Environmental Commission for a three (3) year term commencing June 21, 2025 and terminating June 20, 2028.

3. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Appointment – Shashank Gupta to serve as a member of the Oak Tree Road SID for a three (3) year term commencing May 6, 2025 and terminating May 5, 2028.

4. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Reappointment – Kush Shah to serve as a member of the Woodbridge Township Environmental Commission for a three (3) year term commencing May 3, 2025 and terminating May 2, 2028.

5. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Refund taxes for 100% Disabled Veteran – Derrick Delgado.

6. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Refund taxes for 100% Disabled Veteran – Neil Valladares.
 
7. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes approving the Change of Corporate Structure Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 1225-33-014-009 for WOODBRIDGE SPIRITS, LLC t/a FAVORITES AT WOODBRIDGE.

8. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes supporting the NJDOT’s proposed alternative plan for the State Street 
          	(CR 611) Bridge over Chemical Coast Branch (Conrail) in the Township of Woodbridge.
9. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – P & A Construction for emergency sewer repair on Cobb Way in an amount not to exceed $75,000.00.

10. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc. for professional grant consulting services for engineering firms to provide the Township with services as needed in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00 per month.

11. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – RSC Architects for professional architectural and engineering services for the Department of Public Works in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00.

12. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – Motorola Solutions Connectivity, Inc. for the purchase of one (1) year Callworks 2025 system support and maintenance in an amount not to exceed $55,266.22 for the period March 1, 2025 through February 28, 2026.

13. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – Core BTS, Inc. for the purchase replacement wireless access points in an amount not to exceed $90,609.84.

14. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – IBM Inc. for an annual IBM Informix License in an amount of $13,557.56 for the period July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026.

15. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – United Ford, LLC for the purchase of two (2) 2025 Ford Explorers in an amount not to exceed $79,869.20.

16. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – Gurney Electric, LLC for the installation of an uninterrupted power supply system in the data center at the Municipal Building in an amount not to exceed $150,000.00.

17. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Agreement – Alaimo Engineering for Segment One Port Reading Interceptor in the amount of $294,201.00.

18. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Bid – P & A Construction, Inc. for the 2025 Milling and Resurfacing Program – Markley Street - $418,521.00. 

19. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Bid – P & A Construction, Inc. for the 2025 Milling and Resurfacing Program - $4,466,272.00.

20. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Township of Woodbridge, County of Middlesex, New Jersey approving the Township Agreement and Corresponding Developer Utility Agreement with IV5 Raritan River Logistics Center Urban Renewal, LLC for the construction of a new sanitary sewer force main on the properties designated as Blocks 25, 25.01, 1200.07, Lots 1.01, 1 and 2.01 on the tax maps of the Township.

21. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the SFY 2025 Budget Transfer.

22. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue into the SFY 2025 Budget – NJDOT Local Freight Impact Fund Program – Markley Street Improvements Grant in the amount of $500,000.00.

23. BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of Woodbridge Township hereby authorizes the Bill List.

Council Vice President McAuliffe abstained from #23

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously. Council President Spillar opened the public comment portion of the meeting at 6:05 P.M.


Public Meeting:
Council President Spillar: We will now go into the public comments portion of the meeting.  When approaching the microphone, please state your name and what section of town you live in.  You will have a one-time opportunity to speak for up to five minutes. All videotaping must be taken from the rear of the room in the designated area. Please be respectful of each other and make sure that there are no signs or posters in the aisles or walkway.  There will not be a line, everyone will be heard.  Once Mr. Mitch asks if anyone would like to speak, that is when you get up and approach the microphone.  Although it allows for five minutes, I will give you a one minute warning.
Marge Petrow, Woodbridge: I want to thank Mr. Cimilluca and Casey Wagner for sitting down with me and Arlene Rhodes twice to try to find a solution for a TNR plan in Woodbridge Township.  They were extremely helpful and nice to us.  We did come up with a plan that may have to be tweaked a little but that’s okay. On Friday, May 2nd, we had a mobile vet come into Woodbridge Township on private property and we TNR’ed 31 cats.  We are very happy with that. The mobile vet will be back on June 16th.  If anyone needs help with TNR and is a resident of Woodbridge Township, they can call myself or Arlene Rhodes and set it up. This will occur monthly, and once we get this under control with TNR, we will be in a better position and they could come every 2 months in the future.
Jeff Watkins, Woodbridge: Thanked Councilwoman McAuliffe and the Woodbridge Police Department for their promptness in adding a crosswalk to Green Street and Gorham Avenue which makes it safer for our neighborhood families to cross the street. 
Monica Nagy, Iselin: I would like to request, some of us have a loss of hearing, and so can we get some louder microphones?  
Council President Spillar:  I can hear you just fine, thank you.
Monica Nagy, Iselin:  No, I mean I can’t hear ya’ll.
Council President Spillar: I can speak louder.
Monica Nagy, Iselin:  That would be great, thank you sir. On the road on Correja Avenue in front of my house there is a $1000 fine for littering sign.  For years, there has been Corona bottles and trash all over and all of a sudden it’s cleaned up.  What happened that it hasn’t been taken care of for so many years and now all of a sudden it’s getting cleaned up?  Can anyone answer that question for me?  I apologize if it’s inappropriate but I’m a little exasperated that for so long the littering has gone on and I have been cleaning up.  No one is paying me to clean it and I’ve been cleaning it up for years.  Feel free to give me a job. 
Council President Spillar:  Everything goes through the Council President, I am glad it got cleaned up.
Monica Nagy, Iselin:  Why wasn’t it for so many years, sir?
Council President Spillar:  What department did you report it to?
Monica Nagy, Iselin:  Oh, many but it seems like people didn’t do so much for so many years.  If anyone can project their voice, I am hard of hearing, it would be very appreciated have a nice day.
Ken Gardner, Woodbridge: Hello again Mr. President. I just wanted to follow up at the last meeting. Councilman Anderson was talking about the PILOT programs in the school and in this year’s budget we have $28 million in PILOT payments. Councilman Anderson also pointed out that he is the County Superintendent of schools.  I wanted to again say that for the regular tax payers, 60% of our taxes go towards the school district, yet these developers put money into a PILOT program and from your campaign literature, I read and heard that the town is contributing 25% of the PILOT programs towards the schools.  So, as County Superintendent, I’m sure you are advocating for the schools, but if you look at the difference in the dollars of 25% versus 60% we would owe the school district $9,800,000.00 this year. Since these PILOT’s go on for 30 years that comes to $294,000,000.00 that we are shorting the school district. So while we are building some fields with this money, which is nice, the school district could do a lot more with the other money, hopefully including giving us a tax break. I again want to emphasize that I am in favor of a tax break.  I think we have sufficient activities in town and the budget to provide a tax break to our residents. Last meeting the mayor pointed out some information that was not accurate.  I have an article here from the News Tribune back from when I was a councilman.  It states that John McCormac was the Chief Financial Officer of the town at the time.  In addition, I brought in a copy of Moody’s Public Finance Department, which is known for rating municipalities.  Chief Financial Officer McCormac’s work was so bad back then, the town got downgraded from an AA to A1 and that was the first time since 1974 that the town was downgraded.  
Council President Spillar:  What year was this from?
Ken Gardner, Woodbridge: The article was from the Home News Tribune October 21, 1995.  
Council President Spillar:  It probably wasn’t called the Home News Tribune back then, but thank you.
Ken Gardner, Woodbridge: Chief Financial Officer McCormac also gave the council the following chart that shows that the tax rate for municipal purposes in 1990 was .83. The last year on the chart was 1994 and it shows that the tax rate is the same at .83 several years later.  The first year, when I was on the council, Chief Financial Officer McCormac was in favor of us changing to the fiscal year.  They proposed a little over a $55,000,000.00 budget for just 6 months.  At that time, the annual budget was about $75,000,000.00.  The council, with me, voted to cut                      $7, 801,915.00 out of that budget.  Since that money was borrowed, we went through a fiscal year process in a law required you to borrow money, you could not raise taxes that year, with interest that would be about $12,000,000.00 over the 19 years of that bond issue. So that’s a savings of $12,000,000.00. I also voted against expenditures of $1,226,800.00.  In 1993, I voted against $12,739,425.00. In 1994, $13,395,500.00.  In 1995, $12,846,900.00.  If you take that in consideration, the notion that I was raising taxes, is just ridiculous.  Many of you have known me for a long time and know that I am conservative.  Another news article I have here is also from the tribune, but I don’t have the exact date, but it states that I should have cut expenses. 
Council President Spillar:   Maybe they didn’t date them that far back.
Ken Gardner, Woodbridge: Maybe not, the next article date August 9, 1995 from the Home News Tribune says that Woodbridge continues to hold the line on taxes.  The next article says taxes held steady for 2 years.  
Council President Spillar asked Mr. Gardner to kindly stop speaking (because his timer went off).  Council President Spillar told Mr. Gardner that he would be escorted out if he continued.    
Councilman Anderson: Council President?
Council President Spillar: Councilman Anderson.
Councilman Anderson: I would like to comment on his comment.  My comments from last meeting regarding the PILOT’s is throughout the county.  We have a number of districts that experience a shortfall and some of the reasons are the municipalities are not sharing their portions of PILOT’s with their school district, but they are building in their communities as we are.  Councilman Anderson went on to explain the school projects being done under the PILOT’s and that it’s because of the relationship between the municipality and the school board things get done. He said he would check on the accuracy of the 25% of PILOT’s going to the schools, however, a lot of the numbers are based on the school’s needs. He said he appreciated Mr. Gardner’s comments but wanted to set the record straight as far as why his comments were made.  He stands by the mayor, the council and the administration for use of the PILOT funds.
John Vrtaric, Woodbridge: Mr. Vrtaric started out by asking about Woodbridge’s population because the census he keeps getting is from 2020.  He mentioned how we constantly are saying we are the best town around but we have metal detectors in our schools.  He says that Councilman Anderson speaks about the PILOT monies getting allocated for sports but never about education. Also spoke about abatements.  We are growing too fast and putting the wagon before the horse.
Councilman Anderson: In education, we talk the whole child, not just the academic.  Sports is a part of that as well. The fields have an impact on our community.  When you came to the council meeting back in the day asking why there are 9 empty businesses on Main Street and how we need to do something about it.  We are keeping up with the downtowns in our area.  Foot traffic has increased and these businesses are now occupied. 
John Vrtaric, Woodbridge: I said that but these are small businesses, not like 30 – 40 years ago.  People are afraid to walk at 9pm at night on Main Street.
As John Vrtaric’s 5 minute timer went off, several people were talking at the same time.  Council President Spillar went on to explain that next meeting they may speak.
John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk: Are there any other comments from the public this evening?
Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously, Council President Spillar closed the public comment portion of the meeting at 6:26 P.M.

Mayor John McCormac: I’m sorry Mr. Gardner is leaving because he said so many things that were incorrect in that statement he made. First of all, you can’t compare PILOTS to basic taxes.  PILOT’s are completely different.  We collect the basic taxation and its split roughly 60% to the board, 30% to the town, 15% to the county, 4% - 5% to the fire district.  Generally, there are all different fire districts so we keep the number as an average. There is no requirement that we share PILOT revenue with the school board.  As I said, the school board gets what they need.  They pass their budget and have an item that says “amount to be raised by taxation”, they pass their budget, and they send us that on an A4F form, we bill it, we collect it and we pay them. Even if we don’t collect it, we still pay them 100%. Even if someone files a tax appeal and gets a refund from us, they still get that 100%. School boards are way ahead of the way property taxes work in the State of New Jersey. We are not required to pay them anything, but we do.  As Councilman Anderson said very eloquently, we believe in the education system in this town.  We believe in having proper infrastructure, which is school buildings and fields, so because we pay money for the schools infrastructure, they have millions more that they can put into curriculum, education, healthcare, textbooks and all those kinds of things.  Since 1999, not a school board superintendent, business administrator, board member, student, or teacher has come to a council meeting to complain about what the town is doing with the PILOT’s for the school board.  They love it, the only people who don’t love it are the ones who realize how good it is but are politically motivated and are against it because we are for it.  Using Mr. Gardner’s logic, $28,000,000.00 more should have been given to school board but we gave them $7,000,000.00, then the other $21,000,000.00 went to the tax payers.  We collected $28,000,000.00. If this was basic taxes and we never did a PILOT, we would have $28,000,000.00 less in our budget because we would have an “amount to be raised by taxation” and bill it just like the school board, the county and the fire districts.  We have $28,000,000.00 more in our budget because of PILOT’s.  Taxes could have gone up by more but they didn’t because we have that money for us to take care of roads, sewers, parks and buildings.  Mr. Gardner talked about the municipal tax rate from 1991 to 1994. The meeting prior, he talked about a 10% tax rate increase in the first ward with Woodbridge Fire District when he was attacking Sharon McAuliffe, who is his opponent in the election for November. It in fact went up 10% but he used the total tax rate then and used the municipal tax rate now because the municipal tax rate now is up a very minimal amount.  We had a zero increase for two years in a row and a moderate increase last year.  So, he conveniently uses the total tax rate when it is good for him to make the argument against Sharon. But he uses just the municipal tax rate when he was on the council. When he was on the council for four years, the taxes went up 21.6 % in the first ward, Woodbridge Fire District.  It is all here, it is all facts and he is not mentioning that anymore because that doesn’t look good for him. He voted for the Fiscal Budget on June 30, 1992 that had a $47,000,000.00 number in it as revenue from the fiscal bonds.  You voted for that.

For the entire 4 years you were on the council, I was working for the township.  I started working January 1, 1992. I wasn’t the CFO right away because there was already a CFO and many months later, I took over that but still worked on the budgets immediately.  Every time he was sitting on the dais, I was sitting here at this very table.  He can’t get away with saying things because I was here.  I listened to him, I prepared that budget that he voted for and the fiscal bonds were in that budget and now he wants to say he had nothing to do with it and that he voted for cuts.  Maybe there were some things that he voted for but he voted for a $47,000,000.00 bond, he voted for capital in 1992, 1993, and early 1994.  He stopped voting later in 1994 and during 1995, because he was running for mayor.  Everything he does is political. Everything was good in 1992, 1993, and 1994 until he decided to run for mayor where he lost 2:1.  Don’t tell me about his fiscal responsibilities because he is not fiscally responsible but only when it’s convenient and politically expedient. As far as the downgrades, in 1992, when we walked into this town, there was a massive financial shortfall.  The 1991 budget had a $105 tax decrease if you could imagine. It was a very irresponsible budget that passed and we paid the price for it in 1992.  There were tax appeals that weren’t budgeted, insurance that wasn’t budgeted, and revenues were grossly underestimated so it forced us to go to the fiscal year and that’s why we did the fiscal year adjustment bonds. We had a six-month stub period.  There is no doubt we were downgraded sometime in that period.  When we came in there was an audit report with five material weaknesses and 105 comments.  Within 5 years, we had no material weaknesses and one comment which was only that our dog licenses were not issued in order.  Mr. Mitch is smiling because he was on the council and that is because Mrs. Nusbomb had dog license number 27 and that was her dogs birthday and she came in the next year and it was number 28 next and she got mad.  We saved number 27 for Mrs. Nusbomb.  So if you have number 112, you are supposed to get number 112 again and you’re not supposed to do that, it’s a violation of the law, but that’s what we did to help out Mrs. Nusbomb.  Mr. Gardner has to realize, I was here for his entire time on the council and he is not telling the truth tonight.  He voted, June 30, 1992, the final day of that fiscal year.  He was the ninth and final vote which included $47,000,000.00 in fiscal year adjustment bonds.  He voted for it while he was on the council, his own taxes overall for all four categories went up 21.6%, but he’s attacking Councilwoman McAuliffe for a 10% increase over 3 years.  So I am going to be here for all these meetings as he brings up these falsehoods as I was January 1, 1992 to December 31, 1995. He’s lying, I have the facts and he is not going to get away with lying to the people of Woodbridge Township.  Thank you very much Council President.  

Councilman Small: I was elected to the Board of Education in 2006, which was the same year Mayor McCormac became mayor.  Our tracks at the 3 high schools were condemned.  Our tennis courts were condemned. We were sending our tennis teams to Middlesex County College to play at our matches.  We had to borrow $500,000 from our vending company, who had all of our soda and candy machines in the schools, as an advancement to redo the track at Woodbridge High School.  We were broke and the children received the benefits by us redoing these football fields, tracks, baseball fields, and bleachers at WHS that were all condemned and rebuilt.  Not only did it affect our high schools kids, but all of our rec kids play on these fields too.  Without this money, I am confident that half of the stuff to this day wouldn’t have been rebuilt.

John M. Mitch, Municipal Clerk:  Before we go into the agenda, I have a resignation letter that I need to read for the record that was dated for May 1, 2025.  Maritza and I have moved to Jackson Township in Ocean County to be closer to our children and our grandchildren, therefore, effective May 1, 2025, I must step down from my position as council person at large in Woodbridge Township.  It has been a true honor to serve this great township as a council person for almost 5 terms.  During this time, I tried my best to conduct myself as a public servant who was elected to serve the people of our community.  I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to my wife Maritza and our family for their love and support, my current and past councilmates for always keeping the spirit of cooperation alive, and John Mitch, for being a mentor and friend throughout this journey.  To the best mayor and administrative team in the state, your professionalism and dedication are put on display everyday with the work you do.  To every department and employee of our town, you are all the backbone and reasons we are the best town around.  Finally, to the citizens of our town, thank you for your support throughout my years of service.  I know I may not have always made everyone happy, but I hope you know I tried my best to be honest and fair.  May God continue to bless Woodbridge Township, stay well. Gregg Ficarra   

CORY S. SPILLAR, COUNCILMAN PRESIDENT/ 3RD WARD COUNCILMAN
Council President Spillar:  My agenda is in order.

1.	Avenel’s Very Merry Holiday Lighting.
HOLD

2.	Avenel Arts Village / Train Station / Eric LeGrand Believe Park. 
HOLD

3.	Woodbridge River Watch / Oros Nature Preserve.
HOLD

4.	Woodbridge Golden Saints / Saints Complex.
HOLD

5.	Avenel Middle School Community Service Club and School Improvements. 
HOLD

6.	Sycamore Senior Center. 
HOLD

7.	Route 1 Redevelopment. 
HOLD

8.	Cloverleaf Redevelopment. 
HOLD
	
9.	Avenel Fire Dept. / Fire Prevention Week Open House.
HOLD

10.	Social Clubs – Avenel Knights of Columbus / Columbian Club, Avenel VFW. 
HOLD
	
11.	The Morris Properties @ Rahway Avenue. 
HOLD

12.	Cable Commission / Renewal. 
HOLD

13.	School 4 & 5. 
HOLD

14.	Mileed Way Army Corps of Engineers project. 
HOLD

15.	Maple Tree Senior Center.
HOLD

16.	Greenway Family Success Center.
HOLD

Congratulated Gregg Ficarra and offered a heartfelt thank you for everything Gregg has taught him. God bless.

SHARON McAULIFFE, COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT / 1st WARD COUNCILWOMAN
Council President Spillar: Council Vice President McAuliffe
Council Vice President McAuliffe: Thank you Council President, my agenda is in order.

1.	Events:	
A. Farmer’s Market. 
B. Relay for Life.
C. Fishing derby
D. St. James Street Fair. 
HOLD

2.	Main Street SID. 
HOLD

3.	Chamber of Commerce.
HOLD

4.	Buy Local. 
HOLD

5.	Transit Village (Downtown Main Street). 
HOLD

6.	Blue Acres / F.E.M.A. 
HOLD

7.	Main St. & Rt. 9. 
HOLD

8.	Animal Shelter. 
HOLD

9.	Dog Parks – Sewaren. 
HOLD

10.	Arts:
A. Woodbridge Murals.
B. The Gallery on Main
HOLD

11.	Coast Guard.
HOLD

12.	Sewaren Library. 
HOLD

13.	Acacia Center:	  
A. Town Events.
B. Youth Programs. 
HOLD

14.	Sewaren Marina. 
	HOLD

15.	Environmental Commission:
A. Green Infrastructure.
B. Community Garden.
C. Trail.
HOLD

Thanked Gregg Ficarra for his 17 years of serving on council and for the last 3 years as her council mate.  She thanked him for his commitment, wisdom and leadership. 

KYLE ANDERSON, COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE
Council President Spillar: Councilman Anderson.
Councilman Anderson: Thank you Council President, my agenda is in order.

1. W.T.Y.R.C. 
HOLD

2. Job bank.
HOLD

3. Mayor’s trophy.
HOLD

4. Woodbridge Hall of Fame.
HOLD

5. Charity raffle.	
HOLD

6. Drive-in movie.
HOLD

7. N.A.A.C.P.  (NAACP.org).
HOLD

8. Dr. Martin Luther King Annual Program.
HOLD

9. Independent Club of Colonia.
HOLD

10. Tooling Around program. 
HOLD 

11. Boy Scouts / Camping.
HOLD

12. League Consolidation.
HOLD

13. Middlesex College.
HOLD

14. Woodbridge Organization of Neighbors Advocating Change.
HOLD

15. Geo Baker Clinics. 
HOLD

16. Concerts.
HOLD

Councilman Anderson mentioned that he had the pleasure of serving with Gregg the longest and he is honored to speak about how he meant a great deal to him, his family and his community.   He said Gregg wasn’t just a councilman, he was a mentor in encouraging and guiding his son Kyle who was aspiring to be an athletic director.  Thanked him for leading with integrity and serving with heart and standing by his community.

GREGG FICARRA, COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE
Council President Spillar:  
Councilman Ficarra:  

1.	WCC (Woodbridge Community Center). 
	A. Senior recreation and programming.
B. Youth Recreation and programming.
HOLD

2. 		A. Youth Month – April.
		B. Senior Month – May.
HOLD

3.	Mayor’s Fitness / Wellness Initiatives.	
HOLD

4.	Fireworks. 
HOLD

5.	Heroes & Cool Kids / Strengthening Families. 
HOLD

6.	Pedestrian Safeway’s / East Coast Greenway. 
HOLD

7.	Annual Pizza Run. 
HOLD

8.	Jacob’s Landing. 
HOLD

9.	The Club at Woodbridge upgrades. 
HOLD

10.	Crossroad’s Race.
HOLD

11.	Mental Health / Wellness. 
HOLD

12.	Mobile Health Unit. 
HOLD

13.	Senior Services Directory.
HOLD

14.	Human Rights Commission.
HOLD

15.	Senior Olympics.
	HOLD

16.	Community Playground (Merrill Park).
HOLD



HOWIE BAUER, 2nd WARD COUNCILMAN
Council President Spillar:  Councilman Bauer.
Councilman Bauer:  Thank you Council President, my agenda is in order.

1.	2nd Ward road projects. 
HOLD

2.	County Greenway. 
HOLD

3.	Downtown Parking on New Brunswick Ave.
HOLD

4.	Woodbridge Waterfront Park / Keasbey. 
HOLD

5.	Hometown Hero banners.
HOLD

6.	Fords business community. 
A. Cruise Night / Trunk or Treat. 
HOLD

7.	Fords / Hopelawn / Keasbey Fire Companies. 
HOLD

8.	Fords V.F.W. 
HOLD

9.	Troop 53 Boy Scouts of America.
HOLD

10.	Pathmark property. 
HOLD

11.	Brownfields. 
HOLD

12.	Hickory Senior Center. 
HOLD

13.	Highland Grove Swim Pool.
HOLD

14.	Little Libraries. 
HOLD

15.	988 LIFE LINE. 
HOLD

16. 	School No. 14 Playground.
	HOLD

Thanked Gregg for his hard work, dedication and positive attitude through his years on council and how he made a real difference. Wished Gregg all the best on his next chapter.

BRIAN SMALL, COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE
Council President Spillar:  Councilman Small.
Councilman Small:  Thank you Council President.  My agenda is in order.  

1.	Woodbridge News. 
HOLD

2.	Woodbridge Fire Fighters Local # 290. 
HOLD

3.	Port Reading Fire and Township First Aid Squads. 
HOLD

4.	Woodbridge P.B.A. / S.O.A. # 38.
HOLD

5.	Bicycle Lanes / Bicycle Share / Bicycle Paths. 
HOLD

6.	Electric Vehicle Car Share / Car Charging Stations. 
HOLD

7.	School projects. 
HOLD

8.	S.T.O.W. (Register @ 732 726-2394 for client transport ID #). 
HOLD

9.	Level Playing Field @ Cypress Recreation Center / Our House. 
HOLD

10.	Property Fraud (www.middlesexcounty.nj.gov search for “Property Alert” to Register). HOLD

11.	Inspections at Hotels / Motels. 
HOLD

12.	National Public Lands Day. 
HOLD

13.	2-3-8 Marine Fire Rescue. 
HOLD

14.	Mayor Mac Café. 
HOLD

15.	Light Parade.
HOLD

16.	American Irish Association of Woodbridge. 
HOLD

17.	Woodbridge B.P.O.E. Elks 2116. 
HOLD

18.	Autograph signings. 
	HOLD

19.	Pickleball Courts. 
HOLD

Recalled a conversation he had with Gregg at the Port Reading Firehouse about responding to emergencies based on the locations of residents. Thanked Gregg for always being a leader, a helper, and making people feel good by being genuine. 

LIZBETH DEJESUS, COUNCILWOMAN-AT-LARGE
Council President Spillar:  Councilwoman DeJesus.  
Councilwoman DeJesus: Thank you Council President.  

1.	Housing Authority. 
HOLD

2.	Affordable Housing Corporation. 
HOLD

3.	Youth and Government Day. 
HOLD

4.	History Museum
	HOLD

5.  	Police Community Relations. 
HOLD 

6.	Youth employment / Job Fair. 
HOLD

7.	Township parks and playgrounds. 
HOLD

8.	Hispanic Heritage month. 
HOLD

9.	Barron Arts Center. 
HOLD

10.	Free Public Library of Woodbridge. 
HOLD

11.	Veteran’s Tax Deduction.
HOLD

12.	Girl sports. 
HOLD

13.	Girl Scouts / Scouts Pavilion and Camp; E. William St. Park. 
HOLD

14.	Youth Leadership Council. 
HOLD

15.	Community Backpacks. 
HOLD

16.	Donation of winter coats for school students. 
HOLD

17.	Safe Place. 
HOLD

18.	Women’s Month. 
HOLD

19.	Mentoring programs. 
HOLD

Thanked Gregg, along with Kyle, for being her guide and mentors when she first got on council 10 years ago. Lizbeth praised Gregg for making people feel special and that they matter. Thanked Gregg for being a great friend through her toughest times and doing everything the way it should be done. God Bless. 

DEBBIE MEEHAN, 5TH WARD COUNCILWOMAN
Council President Spillar:  Councilwoman Meehan
Councilwoman Meehan: Thank you Council President. My agenda is in order.  

1.	Inman Ave. Business District improvements.
HOLD

2.	Green Houses – Colonia Middle and Colonia High Schools. 
HOLD

3.	Evergreen Senior and Youth Center / Senior Services. 
HOLD

4.	Events:	
A. Have a Heart Food Drive.
B. Colonia Easter Bonnet Parade & Egg Hunt.
C. Colonia Annual Wiffle Ball Tournament.
D. Support the Troops Rally.
E. Colonia Clean Up.
F. Colonia Christmas Tree Lighting.
G. Cookies and Can for the Troops and Food Bank
H. Breast Cancer Walk.
I. Township Toy Extravaganza.
HOLD

5.	Food pantry. 
HOLD

6.	Reinhard Manor. 
HOLD

7.	Colonia Fire Department / First Aid Squad. 
HOLD

8.	Colonia American Legion / V.F.W.
HOLD

9.	Veteran’s issues. 
HOLD

10.	Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority. 
HOLD

11.	Cpl. Kevin Reinhard Marine Corps League. 
HOLD

12.	Volunteer Directory. 
HOLD

13.	Domestic Violence Response Team. 
	A.  Homelessness/Youth
HOLD

14.	AED program. 
HOLD

15.	Springwood.
HOLD

Thanked Gregg for wearing many hats as councilman such as wellness, recreation, human rights, working with student in schools, senior citizens and most importantly our homeless.  He praised Gregg for always coming through for his humanitarian work and being a mentor and leader to our council.

(VIRU) VIRBHADRA N. PATEL, 4th WARD COUNCILMAN
Council President Spillar: Councilman Patel.
Councilman Patel: Thank you Council President. My agenda is in order.  

1.	American Legion (T. Nulty Post). 
HOLD

2.	Oak Tree Road Special Improvement District (SID).
HOLD

3.	JFK High School field and building improvements. 
HOLD
	
4.	Sucker’s Brook bank stabilization. 
HOLD

5.	4th Ward road projects. 
HOLD

6.	Magnolia / Willow / Walnut area commuter parking. 
HOLD

7.	Sign Ordinance. 
HOLD

8.	Cooper Field. 
HOLD

9.	Green Street Shopper Parking
HOLD

Thanked Gregg for his firsthand depth of knowledge, dedication and care.  He praised him for being an outstanding servant for the community and that it was truly an honor to serve along his side for the past 9 years. Viru also praised Gregg for his guidance, inspiration, welcoming nature, respect, communication and generosity. God Bless.

A tragic terroristic act in the state of Kashmir, India has claimed the lives of about 26 tourists.  Most of them were Indian nationals.  My thoughts and prayers are with the victims and their families during this difficult time and in the wake of this tragedy, tensions between India and Pakistan have escalated. We hope for peace on this planet. Happy Mother’s Day.

JOHN M. MITCH, MUNICIPAL CLERK

1. Liquor License Transfer(s) / Change of Corporate Structure Applications under review.

A. Person-to-Person / Place-to-Place Transfer of Liquor License # 1225-33-046-003 from MC Lemon Tree Bar & Restaurant to Violette’s Cellar Woodbridge, LLC t/a Violette’s, 10 Main St., Woodbridge, NJ 07095.

B. Change of Corporate Structure for Woodbridge Spirits, LLC t/a Favorites at Woodbridge, Liquor License # 1225-33-014-009 3 Lafayette Rd., Fords, NJ 08863

C. Person-To-Person Transfer of Liquor License # 1225-32-007-010 from WB Beverages LLC to Sunbeam Woodbridge Inc., t/a Joe Canal’s Discount Liquor Outlet, 489 Rt. 1 So., Woodbridge, NJ 07095.

D. Person-To-Person Transfer of Liquor License # 1225-33-067-011 from Sarana Group LLC to Daryl LLC (Pocket License).

E.  Person-To-Person and Place-To-Place Transfer of Liquor License # 1225-33-028-006 from T.G.I. Friday’s Inc. to PKPM Woodbridge Investments, LLC 1-55 Lafayette Rd., Fords, NJ 08863. 

F.  Change of Corporate Structure for Red Lobster Restaurants LLC t/a Red Lobster # 267 70 Red Lobster Restaurants LLC Debtor in Possession, U.S. Highway 1 @ Gill Ln., Iselin, NJ 08830.
2.	Liquor License Incident(s) / Hearing(s).    

3.	Liquor License Renewals. 

     4.  	Street Closings / Special Events (Block parties, street fairs, carnivals, etc.).

     5.	Elections.

     6.    Best Practices Inventory.

It’s been a pleasure to work with you and for you for these past 18 years.  You’ve established yourself early on as wanting to help people. You effected so many people without them even realizing it.  You’re known to be empathetic to so many people and their causes. You have been generous with your time, your wisdom and your resources. You never forget anybody up here and it always comes from a place of the heart nowhere else. Your interaction and generosity to the ladies in my office I know will be missed, as will you. I wish you and Maritza the best, and again from the ladies in my office too, you’re a true gentleman and we thank you for your service.

MAYOR: 
Council President Spillar: Thank you, Mayor. 
John E. McCormac, Mayor: Thank you Council President.

I’m still not good with this Gregg.  Back in 2006, when I ran for Mayor, I knew I was going to have an opening for a councilman at large because I knew that Caroline Ehrlich, who was my chief of staff when I was state treasurer for 4 years, that she was going to go off the council and become the chief of staff at the town.  The first person I thought of was Gregg Ficarra. Our fathers were very close friends at the Iselin Knights of Columbus.  I don’t know anybody who doesn’t like or respect Gregg Ficarra.  Gregg has been by my side for 18 years and I am going to miss that.  He went to all the events and did a heck of a job.


ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE:
Council President Spillar: Administration.
Vito Cimilluca, Business Administrator: Thank you Council President.
Tax and Sewer Overpayments.
100% Veteran Tax Exemption.
Tax Appeal.
Parking Refund.
Renewal of membership in Central Jersey Joint Insurance Fund.

Praised Gregg for his role he played in focusing on the approach to police calls which related to a mental health distress in the police department.  Gregg’s vision was to follow up on these individuals who needed help but not with police.  The program was bold, moving and effective that the state adopted it and now has a mental health personnel riding with police officers throughout several town in Middlesex County.  Thanked Gregg for being the founder of the “Arrive Program.”  

CHIEF OF STAFF: 
Council President Spillar: Chief of Staff, Ehrlich.
Caroline Ehrlich, Chief of Staff: Thank you Council President.

Thanked Gregg for keeping the agenda alive back from when he replaced her seat for council.  Thanked him for all of the roles he played in the housing authority, making playgrounds safe, and finding homes for domestic violence victims. She concluded by saying that Gregg is the ideal councilperson. 

POLICE:  
Council President Spillar: Police.
Joseph Nisky, Police Director.: Thank you Council President. Nothing this evening

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT: 
Council President Spillar: Thank you, Director Darden.
Director Darden: Thank you Council President. 
Refund from Current Accounts.
Refund from Other Trust Fund Account.

HEALTH: 
Council President Spillar: Thank you, Director Kologinsky.
Director Kologinsky: Thank you Council President.


PUBLIC WORKS/ENGINEERING:  
Council President Spillar: Director Brew.
Director Brew: Thank you Council Vice President. 
Grant Application/ Contract with NJDOT- Longfellow Drive Roadway Improvement

LEGAL:
Council President Spillar: Legal.
Craig Coughlin, Esq.: Nothing for this evening but I do want to say on behalf of the legal department, thanks for nothing Gregg.  I know I speak from Jim Nolan when I say you weren’t a lawyers dream. You never created any kind of crazy law, in fact, you were the antithesis of that.  You solved the problems, you were the voice of reason, the guy who solved the problems, and the one who showed up so many times. The town is truly richer and better because of your efforts.

Council Vice President McAuliffe made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman DeJesus and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned by Council President Spillar at 7:04 P.M.



________________________________	_______________________________
Cory Spillar, Council President		John M. Mitch, RMC, CMC, CMR,	
[bookmark: _GoBack]						Municipal Clerk
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